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Protestants Must Still Protest 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


Church its biggest build-up in the history of this country. In Europe 

“emas also, the Vatican has made its postwar militant political Catholicism 
S3Ye indispensable to the Allied Occupation ‘Forces in the cold war 
= against Russia. Although Communism thrives best in the Pope’s own 
country of Italy, the United States has come to depend upon the Vatican’s 


plitical strategy to stave off any further encroachments of Communism in 
Vestern Europe. 


This intimate Vatican-American partnership poses a serious question for 
otestants. Should they continue to protest against the Church of Rome, 
er the tradition of their ancestors for more than four centuries, now that 

the Pope of Rome has become such a powerful political ally of their country 
inst the dreaded enemy of Communism? Already Protestants are being 
told they must forget their religious differences with Rome and join in a com- 
mon anti-Communist front with the Pope. Those who publicly criticize Rome’s 
Molitical, social and religious doctrines are branded as Reds or Red sympa- 
» thizers, and are even made to appear unpatriotic. 

Roman Catholic Senator Chavez of New Mexico has been the first to 

n Catholics against overplaying their hand in taking advantage of the ex- 

ive prestige and power they have gained in this fight against Communism. 

gling out Mr. Louis Budenz as a sample, Senator Chavez on the Senate 

r last May 12 accused Budenz of using the Catholic Church as “a cloak 
id a shield,” and using “the Cross as a club.” “Nowadays,” he declared, “any 
n who claims he is a Catholic is accorded special attention when discussing 
ommunism.” 

Protestants, in defense of the freedoms and liberties that came out of the 
tformation, will never fail in resisting all enemies of these freedoms. They 
d not fail when the enemy was Nazi-Fascism—with which the Vatican was 
close accord. But they cannot now abandon the Protestant Reformation and 

into the clutches of Rome just because the Pope dresses up in the cloak of 

"@emocracy and professes to lead a holy war against Russia. 

; Freedom must not be abandoned in its own defense. The most precious of 
all freedoms, religious freedom, necessitates a healthy spirit of religious con- 
| troversy and a constructive criticism of religious differences. Defending the 
| Public debate on the Roman Catholic Church at Harvard University last Feb- 
_tUary between Paul Blanshard and Jesuit Father Dunne, Prof. Henry D. 
» Aiken, Moderator of the debate, wisely remarked that “not every issue should 
p . judged in terms of Communist power.” The Roman Catholic-Protestant 
= should certainly not be so judged. 

|. Protestants therefore must continue to protest against the Church of 
a ¢. They must not allow the Pope to hold Communism as a club over their 
) Beads to silence their protest—and thus accomplish in our time what the rack 


_ and the stake, and the intrigues and conspiracies of four centuries of Counter- 
| Betormation failed to do. 


| (' =o OMMUNISM has been instrumental in giving the Roman Catholic 
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Pope Becomes A Pilgrim 


N® EVEN the pope is immuned 
from gaining his. own indul- 
gence. According to an AP dispatch 
from Rome, Pope Pius XII himself 
joined the 2,000,000 others and be- 
came a humble Roman Catholic Holy 
Year pilgrim last August 26. He 
walked into three of Rome’s four pa- 
triarchal basilicas, and in each of them 
recited prayers which he, as head of 
the Roman Catholic Church, had pre- 
scribed as a condition necessary to 
cleanse the soul of temporal punish- 
ment due to sin. : 


Looking pale as usual, according to 
the N.Y. Times of last August 27, he 
was dressed simply in white with a red 
stole and mozzetta. “Instead of a mi- 
tred pastor heavily clad in rich robes 
and borne aloft on a sedia gestatoria 
amidst a cortege of lay and ecclesiasti- 
cal dignitaries in resplendent uni- 
forms,” it reported, “he was accom- 
panied by a few prelates and a handful 
of Swiss and noble guards.” There 
were no incidents or demonstrations, 
although an estimated 30,000 people 
lined the police-patroled Papal itiner- 
ary. 

A platoon of Palatine guards at each 
bascilica rendered honors as the Pope, 
preceded by the clergy, walked through 
the holy door and down the main 
chapel aisle. Then the Pontiff went to 
the main altar of the apse where he re- 
cited the Holy Year prayers with the 
gathered faithful. Wending his way 
back to his limousine, he constantly 
blessed the cheering throng. Women 
shouted “Love: live the Pope,” and 
then threw kisses at him. Other pil- 
gtims held out rosaries‘ and sacred 
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7 
images and medals for him to tough 
“He would pause an instant, place hig 
hand on them and give his blessing? 
the Times’ correspondent related. ~ 


It seems paradoxical that according 
to Roman Catholic teaching a hum 


‘ being can be so elevated to dete 


conditions and occasions acceptable 
Almighty God and then must pr 

to fulfill the self-prescribed conditi 
that at one moment he is a peni 
sinner invoking God’s pardon for him 
self, and the next moment he is trans 
formed into a vessel bestowing 
blessing to others. Roman Catho 
apologists attempt to explain this a 
by confining papal infallibility to 
itual matters, but it looks more logit 
ally like the answer to the age 
query, “When is a man not a man? 


ie 


Hindus Too Have Holy Y : 


‘THIS YEAR of 1950 is a year of 

pilgrimage also for the Hindis 
the twelfth year, when it is believél 
they can have their sins washed awa 
in the holy Ganges River at the sactél 
city of Hardwar. But the opportuni 
lasts for only one day, the feast & 
Kumbh Mela, April 13, when the sii 
enters the constellation of Aries, i 
ram ‘ 


The Hindus believe that by sti it 


‘ing knee deep for six hours in 


waters of the Ganges at a ce ait 
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mint on that day, they wash away 
ir sins and guarantee eternal sal- 
tion not only for themselves but al- 
{for their descendants for three gen- 
ions to come after them. The sa- 


id city of Hardwar is situated in 
® the foothills of the Himalayan Moun- 

fains about 130 miles from New Del- 
hi. Hindu tradition teaches that over 
this spot gods and demons once strug- 
pled for a pot (Kumbh) of divine 
nectar (Amrita) that bestows immor- 
tality. During the struggle, according 
fo this tradition, some of the heavenly 
fluid spilled into the Ganges at Hard- 
war, and also at three other towns 
neatby—Allahabad, Nasick and Uj- 
jain. From time immemorial the fes- 
tival of Kumbh Mela has been held 
it these places in twelve-year cycles. 
This year it was Hardwar’s turn, 
where the opportunity for full for- 
giveness of sins will not be had again 
until the year 1962.. 

Nearly two million pilgrims crowd- 
ed into the small town of Hardwar, 
which has a normal population of 
only 80,000, to take part in the rites 
last April 13. A detail of 6,000 police 
and special officers was mobilized to 
keep order, and eighteen broadcasting 
stations were set up to direct the 
crowds. Special medical teams inocu- 
lated all visitors to avoid a repetition 
of the disaster of 1938, when the dis- 
persing pilgrims spread cholera 
throughout India. But in the rush this 
year to get into the river 30 people 
Were trampled to death, scores were 
injured, and 28 babies were born on 
the streets. Monks in saffron robes led 
Pfocessions to the river and special 
places were reserved for thousands of 
Sadhus Yogis and other holy men 
who came from their monasteries in 
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remote parts of India for the occasion. 
They marched without any clothing 
on to the river behind leaders riding 
on elephants. 

Consciousness of sin and the need 
to find a remedy for it have been rec- 
ognized by men of all times and the 
teachings of all religions. Hinduism 
and Roman Catholicism have this in 
common, that only a partial pardon 
can be had by their ordinary, every- 
day rites, and that only on very spe- 
cial occasions is full pardon made pos- 
sible. Then to become eligible for 
such full pardon, pilgrimages must 
be made to certain places, prescribed 
acts of penance must be performed 
and special prayers said. During 
Rome’s Holy Year, pilgrims who trav- 
el to Rome have been promised by 
Pope Pius XII, “full indulgence and 
pardon of all punishment due for 
sins,” provided they visit four speci- 
fied churches in Rome and recite pre- 
scribed prayers. At Hardwar in In- 
dia, the Hindu pilgrims are guaran- 
teed that their sins will be fully wash- 
ed away. if. they stand for six hours 
in the waters of the holy River Gan- 
ges on a-certain day. 

All such devices to take away sin 
are man-made, and depend on the 
works of men. They bring power to 
those in control of religious organiza- 
tions, but no cleansing power to the 
individual sinner. Only the religion of 
Jesus Christ as proclaimed in the New 
Testament, not the traditions of the 
Church of Rome of of ancient Hindu- 
ism, guarantees full pardon for sin 
and gives assurance of eternal salva- 
tion. Not the waters of the Ganges, 
nor visits to Roman basilicas, but “the 
blood of Jesus Christ . . . cleanseth 
us from all sin.” 
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ment overwhelmingly Roman 
Catholic in population, was the 
birthplace of Nazism, and since the 
end of the war has steadily resisted 
the efforts at denazification and dem- 
ocratization attempted by the U. S. oc- 
cupation forces. In place of being ‘de- 
nazified, Bavaria has been ‘renazified.’ 
An official report made last year for 
the Office of the State Commissioner 
for Bavaria bluntly states that this “‘re- 
nazification has left Bavaria largely in 
the hands of those who controlled it 
under Hitler.” 


This was forcefully brought to the 
-attention of the American public in a 
special series of articles in the N. Y. 
Times by its correspondent Drew Mid- 
dieton last November 30-December 2. 
This alarming resurgence of Nazism 
in Bavaria was noted not only in gov- 
ernment and business, but especially 
in the press and education. According 
to the N. Y. Times’ article, 20,682 
civil service officials belonged to the 
Nazi party or its affiliates, and of these, 
14,443 were dismissed for party ac- 
tivities, but were later reinstated in 
the service. Since September, 1949, 
more than 90 newspapers reappeared 
in Bavaria under the control of the 
same men who owned and edited them 
under Hitler. The record is the same in 
the field of education. According to 
Drew Middleton, “In 1945 about 12,- 
000 teachers were dismissed from their 
jobs in Bavaria because of Nazi affilia- 
tions. Today about 11,000 of them are 
back.” 
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Catholic Bavaria Again Ruled By Hitleritegl . 


United States officialdom, both #? 
Washington and Germany itself, haw 
hesitated to take strong measures 
crack down on this alarming situation § 
in Bavaria because of the danger of 
making enemies of the Roman Catho 3 
lic Church authorities. Such drastie 
tion would have raised the cry that thee 
United States was imitating Commun § 
ist methods in Soviet satellite (Romaa 
Catholic) countries behind the Itn® 
Curtain. The most delicate issue i 
that of a democratic reform of 
tion in Bavaria where, as in 
Iron Curtain countries, the 
have always been controlled by the} 
man Catholic Church. The school | 
form which United States officials i 
Bavaria had hoped would es 
education there on a more dem 
basis according to the Times’ rt 
has been a failure. 


Reluctant to use force or other das 
tic measures to effect democratic : 
forms in Bavaria, because of the dal 
ger of conflict with the Roman 
lic Church, U. S. officials seem to hav 
decided to try persuasion and comp 4 
mise. To this end, Dr. George N. Shi / 
ster, president of Hunter College @ 
New York City and a devout but “li 
eral” Roman Catholic was appointed 
in a surprise move, last April 17,: © 
State Commissioner of Bavaria. Tit 
reasons why Dr. Shuster was chosél 
to this important post were franllf 
stated in a N. Y. Times’ dispatch from 
Frankfort: he is a Roman Catholig@ 
prominent educator, and knows Gt 
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many well and speaks its language 
fuently. In this Times’ dispatch it is 
mentioned that “a recent sociological 
iudy on Bavaria contained a large sec- 
fon on the (Catholic) Church’s role 
education in Bavaria,” and went on 
= 
say: 
“The significance of the appointment 
‘of Dr. Shuster, it is said, is not neces- 
sarily that he would be expected to 
‘make drastic changes at present op- 
‘posed by the Church, but that he would 
de in a position to modify assertions 
‘that the Government’s influence in the 
‘sehools, as is now contended, is of the 
“game cast as the unhappy influence by 
the Nazi Government in the schools.” 
“Dr. Shuster is one of those few Ro- 
gan Catholic lay leaders in America 
who are an enigma to non-Catholics. 
Saunchly Catholic in his religious be- 
lefs, he has been on many occasions 
bitterly, yet prudently, critical of the 
political and social activities of high 
plicy-makers of his Church. Having 
ed Catholic Church policies in 
Nazi Germany at first hand immedi- 
tly before the war, he greatly ang- 
aed the Jesuits in 1940 by publishing 
wme very frank estimates of Catholic 
ati-Semitism and pro-Nazism both in 
Germany and the United States. In the 
Winter (1940) Edition of The Ameri- 
tm Scholar, Phi Beta Kappa Quarter- 
§, Dr. Shuster wrote freely and frank- 


bm} (as he could not do in any Catholic 


Magazine) of these matters in an ar- 


ff tile entitled “Conflicts Among Catho- 


ls.” He told how the Catholic hier- 


. TB thy in Germany endorsed Nazism 


Catholic laymen were suffering 
'fesisting Hitler. Following are 
excerpts from Dr. Shuster’s ar- 


“Bat inside Germany matters were 


quite different. Catholic men and wom- 
en who had offered heroic resistance to 
Hitler were suddenly astonished to find 
their ecclesiastical superiors not mere- 
ly eager to compromise but actually 
willing to believe Nazism a benign af- 
fair.” 


“It was the pious and aristocratic Franz 
von Papen who helped Hitler into the 
saddle; it is Monsignor Tiso who, more 
than any other man, is responsible for 
the fact that the swastika was hoisted 
over Czechoslovakia. These are famil- 
iar instances.” 


“Thus when an attempt was made to 
stop American participation in the Ber- 
lin Olympic Games, the anti-Hitler 
forces failed to carry the day because 
Catholic support was withdrawn at the 
critical moment.” 

The Jesuit magazine America (in 
its issue for Dec. 21, 1940) bitterly at- 
tacked Dr. Shuster for his outspoken 
statements in this article, but did not 
dare to deny the truth of what he 
wrote, and which he knew at first 
hand. Dr. Shuster is a very distin- 
guished and cultured Roman Catholic 
layman, who is held in high esteem by 
non-Catholic Americans because of his 
efforts to counteract the anti-democrat- 
ic policies of his Church. He was one 
time professor at Notre Dame. and as- 
sociate editor of the Commonwealth, 
and has been president of Hunter Col- 
lege, the largest women’s college in ” 
the world, since 1940. He is one of the 
most honest and clever apologists for 
the Roman Catholic Church, and even 
the Jesuits should be glad he is avail- 
able today to accept this important post 
of Commissioner of Bavaria. He is the 
one man who can “save face” for the 
Roman Catholic Church whose eccles- 
iastical authorities in Germany have 
been helping the renazification of that 
country. 
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Without Protestant blessing 


United States Loan to Franco 


HISTORY-making loan has 

been granted by Protestant 

America to Roman Catholic 
Spain. The Spanish press hails it as the 
“first gesture of friendship toward 
Spain since the U.N. voted their reso- 
lution in December 1946” [to with- 
draw ambassadors from Spain}. But 
most Protestant Americans do not send 
their blessing along with the $62,500,- 
000. The loan emerged as a “directive” 
to a staggering appropriations bill. 


Last August the Senate approved 65 
to 15 a $100 million loan to Franco 
Spain. The bill was then sent to the 
House where, with a 165 to 90 vote, 
$37,500,000 was chopped from the 
Spanish grant. On its return to the Sen- 
ate it was passed and sent-to the Presi- 
dent for his signature. In putting his 
signature to the entire appropriations 
bill last September 6, Mr. Truman dis- 
missed the Spanish loan as unconstitu- 
tional, and implied that since his ad- 
visors had found more than one legal 
basis for ignoring the loan, he would 
not grant it. 


The President, however, said noth- 
ing stood in the way of a loan if Spain 
applied through the regular channel of 
the Export-Import Bank, and if she 
met their requirements. Senator Mc- 
Carran, sponsor of the loan proposal, 
asserted that the Administration has 
no choice but to extend the credit be- 
cause Congress ‘‘directed” it be done. 


Such favored treatment of an out- 
right loan, with no provision for an ef- 
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fective control of the use of its mone, 
was viewed with disdain by 
Spaniards who felt it would sound the 
deathknell to private enterprise ip 
Spain, as well as by many Americans 
who were opposed to the Franco te 
gime because of religious or political 
reasons. The Administration took the 
official position that Spain was a poor 
credit risk for a large loan until she 
adopted certain economic reforms; ab 
though, according to a UP dispatch ia 
the Elmira Sunday Telegram of lat 
June 25, Franco is holding off any fur 
ther reforms awaiting the return of 
United Nations ambassadors to Ma 
drid. 


The loan approval came as a sub 
prise to most Americans as well as 
Administration leaders. As late as last 
April 27, the Senate by a 42 to 35 vole 
had refused to qualify Spain for Mat 
shall Fund aid. The approved amend 
ment was introduced by Roman Cath 
olic Senator Pat McCarran, who ha 
been publicly courting Franco for sof 
time. Both Secretary of State De 
Acheson and President Truman @ 
nounced the amendment as approved 
by the Senate, although when it wi 
brought before the House, the Pres 


dent backwatered and made no fori " 
appeal against the loan. ' 


Opposition to the loan has cof 
from all sources and for various i 
sons. Herbert Lehman of New Yoih 
the first Jewish Senator in history, said 
that the “United States cannot pre 
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democracy if we go back on our princi- 
les.” He further explained that the 
jan was granting aid to “a man [ Fran- 
@} who is as completely totalitarian 
sg any man in my knowledge in the 
gst quarter-century—a man who has 
@mpletely stifled freedom of choice 
md freedom of expression.” Senator 
Morse, a Republican of Oregon, con- 
fended that a “powerful lobby’ was 
mgineering the Spanish loan. Al- 
though he did not name it, the power- 
ful lobby is, of course, the Jesuit order 
a the Roman Catholic Church. “A 
loan to Spain,” he declared, “might be 
@nsidered as a bribe to Generalissimo 
Franco for air bases.” 


Rabbi Israel Goldstein warned his 
@agregation last August 5 that the 
lan to Spain “is as unconscionable 
morally as it is inept strategically ... 


It must not be permitted to come to 


pass. 


Senator William Barton, Democrat 
of Connecticut, criticized the loan as 
being “neither in the interest of the 
American taxpayer nor the Spanish 
people.” 

But actively in pitching for its pas- 
sage was the Knights of Columbus, 
convened in New York at its Annual 
Gnvehtion. At a closed session the 
Guncil unanimously adopted a reso- 
lution asking for an end “to the unjust 
and capricious ostracism of a proven 
aad valuable ally {Spain} in our re- 
Sstance to Communist -aggression.” 
Two leading Spanish publications, E/ 


iM Diario Vasco of San Sebastian and Si, 


official organ of Franco’s guard, place 
theblame for Spain’s ostracism square- 


im lyon the Jews, Masons and Commun- 


ists in the United States. 
October, 1950 


The editorial stand of THE Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE is a com- 
pletely /aissez-faire policy in” politics, 
except in the obvious violation of our 
basic democratic principles, such as 
freedom of religion and separation of 
church and state. We cannot close our 
ears to the continued persecution of 
Protestants in Spain, nor our eyes to 
the persistent Vatican-Franco relations. 
The N.Y. Times of last June 13 admits 
there are very few points on which the 
Franco regime and the Roman Catho- 
lic Church do not see eye to eye. In a 
recent speech in Burgos, Spain, at the 
inauguration of a Roman Catholic sem- 
inary for training missionaries, Franco 
declared that for him and his regime 
spiritual possessions were much more 


—itaragensl 
Roman Catholic Senator Pat McCarran 
visiting Franco 


“A powerful lobby engineers loan” 
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to be safeguarded than perishable pos- 
sessions of material goods and life it- 
eae, 


Taking that statement to its obvious 
conclusion would lead us to believe 
that Franco would give up his own life 
and the lives of his subjects, and his 
nation itself, rather than Roman Ca- 
tholicism. Is he therefore willing to 
defend so faithfully the very principles 
upon which our nation was founded, 
or the principles which forced our fore- 
fathers to flee from their homeland 
and seek protection in a new country? 


According to Article 6 of the Span- 
ish Charter of July 13, 1945, “None 
shall be molested: for their religious 
beliefs or the private practice of their 
worship.” But also “No other cere- 
monies or external demonstrations 
than those of the Catholic religion 
shall be permitted.” This same position 
was reiterated in a letter of Instruction 
to Spanish Governors dated February, 


CATHOLIC 


TRKPAYERS 


1948, and also in reply to a petition ty 
Franco by representatives of an est 
mated 15,000 Protestants in Spain ask § 
ing for “‘measures of legal protection” 5 
“It seems to be the rule,” remarked Dr § 
John Bradbury in the Watchman Bet 
aminer of last July 27, “that when §” 
tyranny wishes to assert itself, it fs : 
mollifies and then restricts.” 


Proof of the difficulties Protestants 
in Spain must undergo in trying to & 
ercise their faith is best seen from the 
direct appeal they made recently § 
Franco begging him to declare certaip 
measures to alleviate those difficulties 
As reported by the Christian Centuy 
in its issue of last April 5, these Prot 
estants, all Spanish citizens, listed 19 
points which they asked Franco to 
have enacted in their behalf. These are 
as follows: 

1. Precise provisions dealing with 
the reopening and inauguration @ 


places expressly intended for Prote 
tant worship; 
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2. Guarantees that Protestants may 
celebrate their services without hin- 
_ drance or disturbance; 


8. Authorization to celebrate .. . 
“services in private houses where there 
“may not be another convenient place, 
notifying the authorities beforehand; 


_ 4. Permission to print Bibles, hymn- 
‘books and other devotional and theo- 
logical literature; 


5. Reopening and establishment of 
schools for the children of Protestant 
families ; 


6. Respect for the conscience of 
‘Protestant school children and students 
frequenting educational institutions, 
‘both public and private; 


7. Guarantees of the authorization 
of civil marriage when it is solicited by 
members of (Protestant) churches; 


8. Right of Spanish Protestants to 
claim public social assistance without 
there being imposed conditions, either 
expressed or tacit, which would be im- 
possible or grievous to their conscience 
to accept; 


9. Exemption from Catholic prac- 
tices for Protestants subject to military 
or penal jurisdiction, and extension to 
them of the right to receive spiritual 
assistance of their pastors; 


10. Guarantees to Protestants that 
they may bury their dead with the cele- 


_ bration of a religious service in the 


civil cemeteries, and (where civil ceme- 
teries do not exist) absolute guaran- 
tees that their places of burial may 
have at least a minimum of appropri- 
ateness, and shall not be profaned. 


_ Now, these ten points constitute the 
ninimum requirements for what is 
known as religious liberty in any civil- 


ited society today. The fact that Prot- 


ts in Spain have been forced to 
Franco to make them possible is 
proof that they are now being 
denied to Protestants in Spain. How 
terrible to think that even the burial 


of Protestants in Spain are not. 


from profanation, that in some 
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places Protestant worship services can- 
not be held even in private homes, and 
that most Spanish Protestants; since 
they were baptized Roman Catholics 
in infancy, can be married only by a 
Roman Catholic priest. This amounts 
to forced submission to the Roman 
Catholic religion, since confession to 
the priest would be required before the 
marriage ceremony. 


The above petition to Franco was 
made by Spanish Protestants. Theirs is 
but a small fraction of the total popu- 
lation of Spain (about 0.036 per cent), 
but is this sufficient reason why they 
should be denied religious freedom? 
There are localities in the United States 
where the proportion of Roman Cath- 
olics to the Protestant population is 
even less, but they are not molested 


and are guaranteed and enjoy full re- 
ligious freedom equally with the Prot- 
estant majority. 


In its issue for last August 12, Jesuit 
magazine America cleverly distin- 
guished by Jesuitical deduction that 
the Franco government is not totali- 
tarian in the Fascist, Nazi or Commun- 
ist sense.” But it cannot deny that the 
Franco regime /s totalitarian in the Ro- 
man Catholic sense—that sense which- 
denies equal rights to those of differ- 
ing religious convictions. 


Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse warns 
that because America has sacrificed 
principles for expediency in granting 
the $62,500,000 loan to Spain, “God 
will undoubtedly send the fight upon 
us.”” May we not again fail Him, our- 
selves, or our Protestant brethren in 
other lands! 
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Miracles Don’t 
Happen Here 


RBA and apparitions of the 
Virgin Mary do not seem to suc- 
ceed on this side of the Atlantic. A few 
years ago the Virgin Mary was said to 
appear to 9 year-old Joseph Vitolo in 
a vacant lot in the Bronx in New York, 
where 25,000 people gathered in the 
cold and rain for 16 nights in expecta- 
tion of a promised miracle which never 
happened. Such apparitions of the Vir- 
gin Mary, as at Lourdes and Fatima, 
seem to be successfully exploited only 
in peasant parts of Europe. 

Recently three boys, aged 11, 12 and 
13, claimed to have seen visions of the 
Virgin Mary in a field near Granby, 
Quebec, in Canada. The boys told a 
story similar to that of the three little 
girls at Fatima in Portugal, that “a 
beautiful lady adorned with dia- 
monds,”” appeared to them in a large 
tree in the field. Crowds of people 
gathered each evening for eleven days 
to watch the little boys as they stood 
before the tree with arms outstretched 
reciting the rosary. 


And last August 15 in Necedah, 
Wis., an estimated 100,000 persons 
watched in 90-degree heat and swirl- 
ing dust clouds as Mrs. Mary Van 
Hoof, a country farm wife, knelt in a 
specially-built shrine on her farm and 
rose to say she had been granted a 
vision of the Virgin Mary, appearing 


to her for the seventh time. Mrs. Van - 


Hoof reported the virgin told her to 
“Pray, and pray hard. The time is 
short.” 


In these alleged appearances, the 
Roman Catholic Church officially casts 
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doubt on the apparition of the Vi 
and denies any connection with it. 


24,000 ‘Sacrifices’ 


E FOLLOWING news item ap 
peared in the (Irish) Belfast New 
of last November 9: 


£12,000 FOR MASSES 

“A will made by Mrs. Mary Josephine 
Cahill, of Carrickmacross, County Mop 
aghan, in which she left £12,000 to the 
parish priest, the Very Rev. Dean Ke 
own, and his successors, for masses i 
be said in public for the repose of he 
soul and the soul of her husband, wa 
admitted to Probate in the Dublin He 
Court yesterday. 

“Mrs. Cahill stipulated that ten 
lings should be set against each 
which meant that 24,000 masses mu 
be offered. She also left £500 each t 
Roman Catholic priests in Wexford 
£500 to the Rev. T. Bookey, the 
dral, Bristol, also for masses. 

“Mrs. Cahill died in September, 1948 
Her will involved £15,000. Dean Keom 
has died since. 

“Probate was opposed by nephel 
Anthony Ryan, of St. Michael’s Square, 
Pembridge, Stafford, and Patrick ami 
William Ryan, of the Star and Gare 

. Home, Richmond, Surrey, who content 
ed that Mrs. Cahill must have intended 
to leave £1,200, not £12,000 for masses. 

“Mr. Justice Maguire said that 
could be no mistake about the will.” — 
According to Roman Catholic teade 

ing every mass said by a priest 4 
“sacrifice,” the same sacrifice as thit 
offered by Christ on Calvary, and 
be applied to assuage or shorten 
period of suffering a soul must “7 
go in purgatory afte: death. In thi 
case, Mrs. Cahill and her husband wi 
have the benefit of more than 24,00 
sacrifices, at 10 shillings ($2.00) ead 
to help them out of purgatory becaiit 
she left a large sum of money in It 
will for priests to offer masses f 
them. 


It will first be noted that, if the RO 
The Converted Catholic 


¥ 





3 


| Biman Catholic teaching were true, it 


ifhle gas: 


, 1948, 

eown 
ephews 
square, 
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would be a very unfair arrangement 
m God's part that a person would 
have the benefits of the sacrifice of 
Christ on Calvary for every $2.00 he 
@uld afford to leave to a priest in 
his will. St. Peter, who speaks (I Pet. 
2:5) of all as priests offering up “spir- 
iwal sacrifices acceptable to God by 
Christ,” states clearly that “ye were 
pot redeemed with corruptible things, 
g silver and gold,” and that God is 
no respecter of persons. Would God 
therefore specially favor Mrs. Cahill 
because she had $50,000 to leave in 
her will to priests, and let Mrs. Flana- 
gan, her next door neighbor, suffer in- 
definitely in purgatory just because 
she was poor and had nothing to leave 
to priests in her will to say masses for 
her soul ? 

Then there is the clear teaching of 
the New Testament Scriptures that the 
sacrifice of Christ cannot be repeated, 
that it was offered once and for all, a 
“perfect” act: ‘For by one offering He 
bath perfected for ever them that are 
sanctified” (Heb, 10:14). Why then 
is there need to offer 24,000 sacrifices 
fora soul in purgatory when the Word 
of God assures us that the one, fin- 
ished sacrifice of Christ was sufficient, 
and that it “perfects for ever’’? It will 
be noted that the number of 24,000 
sacrifices for Mrs. Cahill and her hus- 
band is fixed by the division of the 
amount of money she willed to the 
ptiest and his successors. Moreover, 
it would take a priest about 65 years to 
offer 24,000 masses, even if he offered 
one a day consecutively, which is not 
likely, since he must offer masses for 
others who may pay him more. 

A single mass which, according to 
Roman Catholic teaching, is the same 
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sacrifice as that of Christ on the cross, 
is said to have infinite value and could 
not only release one soul right away 
from purgatory, but empty purgatory 
all at once. Why does not this happen? 
Why must a person leave enough mon- 
ey for 24,000 masses, and why must 
Roman Catholic: priests all over- the 
world continue to offer sacrifices every 
day—amounting to more than a hun- 
dred million sacrifices a year ? Catholic 
theorists explain away these questions 
as follows: Although one mass offered 
by any one priest is of infinite value, it 
may not please God to apply all this 
value to any one soul or to all the souls 
in purgatory all at once. He may, they 
say, apply only a small amount to the 
soul for whom the mass is said and 
paid for, and apply more to some other 
soul. For this reason Roman Catholics 
are asked by their priests to have as 
many masses as possible offered for the 
souls of their departed friends, and for 
themselves, after death. In the com- 
mercial world, accepting money on 
this basis might be looked upon as a 
shady transaction, since there is no as- 
surance of a return for cash received. 


There is no better way of convincing 
Roman Catholic people of the truth of 
the Gospel teaching than by having 
them understand how absurd and un- 
just is the teaching of their Church 
about masses for the dead. In contrast 
with this they will see how great a sal- 
vation Christ alone has wrought for 
them on Calvary. 


READERS: 
WOULD YOU like to introduce THE 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE to 
your friends? We will mail SAMPLE 
COPIES for you at the new rate of 
6 for $1.00. 





In Defense of our Protestant Heritage 


Che Pope-- 


Vicar of Christ or Impostor? 


By L. H. LEHMANN 


{THIS article, written by Dr. Lehmann shortly before his death, is the fist of a seri 
of articles planned by him under the general title, “IN DEFENSE OF OUR PROT} 
TANT HERITAGE,” a especially to help Protestants understand and value 
faith in contrast to the teachings of Roman Catholicism. Protestants, moreover, now 

to meet the challenge of the Roman Catholic Church which has started a three-year 

of discussions with a view to inducing Protestants to become Roman Catholics. Thee 
articles are written to inform Protestants how to meet this challenge.| 


RMEISSENTIAL to the entire struc- 

mag ture of Roman Catholicism 

=f is the position of the Pope. 
He claims to be the “Vicar of Jesus 
Christ,” God’s infallible spokesman 
on earth, with sole universal jurisdic- 
tion over the entire Christian Church. 
When a pope is crowned, at the mo- 
ment that the triple crown, the tiara, 
is placed upon his head, the coronat- 
ing cardinal makes the following pro- 
clamation: “Thou art the Father of 
Princes and Kings, the Ruler of the 
W orld, and the Vicar of Jesus Christ!” 
These are tremendous claims, -and 
it is almost incredible that they could 
be made in behalf of any mortal man. 
They exalt him above every human 
element and place the control of the 
entire world in his hands. They put 
him almost on an equal footing with 
Almighty God Himself. Pope Leo 
XIII once boldly stated the. position of 
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the Pope of Rome as follows: “We 
take the place on earth of Anite 
God.”’* 

Precisely because of the awe- ons 
ing nature of these tremendous clai 
and because of the serious consequé 
es for the entire world if they couldhe 
proved true, they cannot be tak 
lightly either by Protestants or Catho 
lics. If they could be proved true (ant 
the burden of proof is on those mal 
ing the claims), then all would & 
obliged to bow down and submit ® 
papal authority. If, on the other h 
no positive proof can be had to sib 
stantiate them, the entire position @ 
the popes of Rame must be said tok 
fraudulent; it would have to be a 
mitted that the Roman Catholi 
Church is without any stable found 
tion. ¢ 


oa 4 
*Ency. Praeclara Gratulations Publicae: ™. 
cum Dei omnipotentis vices’ in terris geramus: 
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pate ER/OR 

| Catholic Church defenders are per- 

‘Biectly aware of this, and are bold 

fmough to narrow the issue down to 
Bike either-or proposition that the pope 
geither all that he claims to be or he 
$s an impostor. An article in the Jesuit 
magazine America, in its issue for 
April 27, 1940, frankly laid down the 
challenge to Protestants as follows: 

“The Pope is either the supreme head 

of Christendom, the infallible teacher 

of spiritual truth, the successor of St. 
Peter and the Vicar of Christ on earth, 

or he is an impostor with whom no re- 

spectable person should have dealings.” 
A recent booklet by Jesuit Father 
Daniel A. Lord repeats this challenge 
by its daring title, St. Peter—Pope or 
Impostor? 

These stupendous claims all depend 
upon Peter the Apostle, and to be ad- 
mitted it must be conclusively proved: 
1) that Jesus Christ established the of- 
fice of the Pope of Rome; 2) that He 

inted Peter as the first infallible 

of Rome; 3) that He created an 
ubroken ‘succession’ of Popes of 
Rome from Peter till the end of time, 
ind 4) that this ‘succession’ has contin- 
utd from Peter until the present time 
ithe person of Pope Pius XII. But 
the consequences of these claims are 
9 serious that proofs of their validity 
should leave no room for any doubt. 
Above all, they should be clearly and 
g@nclusively proved from the New 
Testament — otherwise they can at 
once be branded as the fabrications of 
men. Then they should be fully con- 
fimed by the facts of history. But 
aeither from Scripture nor history have 
the defenders of the Roman papacy 
ben able to produce undeniable 
ptoofs of these claims. 
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PETER NEVER BISHOP OF ROME 

The earliest traditions which speak 
of Peter's being in Rome, as found, 
for instance, in the writings of Origen 
(3rd century) and cited by the his- 
torian Eusebius (4th century), refer 
only to his martyrdom at Rome. Ori- 
gen states that Peter was the Bish- 
op of Antioch. The Catholic Encyclo- 
pedia asserts that Peter came to Anti- 
och (Gal. 2:11) “probably about the 
year 44,” and that “he laboured a long 
period there” (vol. 11, p. 748). This 
would demolish the claim that the Ro- 
man Catholic Church, of which Peter 
is said to have been the first pope, is 
the oldest and the mother-church of 
Christianity. 

The only reliable early Christian 
church history book is the Acts of the 
Apostles, which is also the inspired 
Word of God. This book tells us that 
the first and oldest Christian church 
was at Jerusalem, where the Gospel 
was first preached to the Jews, accord- 
ing to Christ’s commission in Luke 24: 
47: “That repentance and remission of 
sins should be preached in his name 
among all nations, beginning at Jeru- 
salem.” 

The first Gentile church was the 
Church of Antioch where the follow- 
ers of Christ were first called ““Chris- 
tians” (Acts 11:26). They were not 
“Roman Catholics,’ nor are these 
words ever used in the New Testa- 
ment. The book of Acts ends with the 
account of the arrival of Paul in Rome, 
where he founded a church from 
among the faithful band of Christians 
there. He prepared them for his com- 
ing by writing to them his famous 
Epistle to the Romans. According to 
the Scripture therefore, Paul, not Pet- 
er, founded the Church of Rome. The 
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“a 


At the peak of the hierarchical pyramid of Roman Catholic power sits the pope om 
shoulders of his noble guard. His three crowns make him “The Father of Princes a 
Kings, Ruler of the World, and Vicar of Jesus Christ.”’ 


Romans were the last of the nations 
to receive the Gospel from Paul, the 
“Apostle of the Gentiles.” We know 
for sure that he instructed the Romans 
by letter, that he’ went to Rome, that 
he labored there many years, that he 
was imprisoned there while carrying 
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on his ministry; and it is generally ad 
mitted that he was martyred there 
the year 67 A.D. 

Peter, on the other hand, was come 
missioned to minister among the Jew 
“scattered throughout Pontus, Galati, 
Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithyni@ 


The Converted Catholic 


. : ese are Peter's own words, and 
ise places were in Asia Minor, a long 

¥ : 
y from Rome. Peter makes no claim 
at he was ever in Rome, much less 
at he was made the first Pope and 
Bebop of Rome by Jesus Christ. The 
tw Testament, which tells us so 
Bach about Paul’s presence in Rome 
id his ministry among the Romans, 
@completely silent regarding any con- 
tion of Peter with the Romans. In- 
@iiptions have been found in the Cat- 
fombs in Rome confirming Paul’s 
fesence there, but none has been con- 
med in behalf of Peter’s being there. 


Tradition alone recounts that Peter 
went to Rome to be martyred there in 
the year 67, and that his body was 
buried with Paul’s near the Circus of 
Nero on the Vatican hill. 

Not only is the New Testament si- 
lent about Peter’s ever being in Rome, 
but it gives many indications that he 
was not there. Clearest of these is per- 
haps the text in Paul's second Epistle 
to Timothy (4:11) written shortly be- 
fore his death. He tells of the short- 
age of helpers in his work of found- 
ing the Church at Rome, that Demus 
had forsaken him, that Crescens had 


tom Ta 
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-R.6.86eR4— 


“Pardon me, who are they leading out to be crucified?” 
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gone to Galatia and Titus to Dalmatia. 
He instructs Timothy to come and 
bring Mark with him, for “only Luke 
is with me.” This was the last letter 
Paul wrote, probably in 67 A.D., the 
year of his death. It is obvious that he 
would never have written in this way 
to Timothy if Peter were in Rome with 
him, either in prison or sitting on his 
papal throne as first Bishop of Rome 
and infallible Pope of the universal 
Christian Church. 

Since the Roman Catholic claim is 
that the one and only true church 
founded by Jesus Christ is the Roman 
Catholic Church, it might be said that 
the question should not be whether 
Peter was ever in Rome, but whether 
Christ was there. But we know (from 
Luke 24:47) that Christ commissioned 
his apostles to preach the Gospel 
“among all nations, beginning at Jeru- 
salem.” And we know that the apos- 
tles carried out this commission by 
founding churches throughout the 
East. These churches formed the 
‘Greek Catholic’ or ‘Eastern’ Church, 
and have always remained independ- 
ent of the Roman Catholic or “‘West- 
ern’ Church which came later. 

The so-called ‘Petrine text’ in Matt. 
16:16-19 has been sufficiently proved 
by the best Biblical scholars as having 
‘ nothing to do with the Roman Catho- 
lic claim that Peter was made an in- 
fallible Pope to rule the universal 
Christian Church from Rome, and that 
this office was passed down to all suc- 
ceeding Popes of Rome, who thus be- 
came the ‘Vicars of Jesus Christ’ and 
the mouthpieces of God on earth. The 
early Fathers, including St. John Chry- 
sostom (347-407 A.D.), Archbishop 
of Constantinople and most celebrated 
of the Greek Fathers, explain in their 
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commentaries on this text in Matthey 
that Christ, not Peter, was the Rog 
(petra) on which the church was buil 
and that Simon was named Petros (| 
small stone) because of his confession & 
of faith in Christ as the “Son of the 
Living God.” In his homily 82,_ 
found in the Nicine and Post-Nicis 
Fathers, Chrysostom says that Chri 
“thas built His Church on Peter's coy 
fession.” Peter himself taught 
same when he wrote (I Pet. 2:5—Ro 
man Catholic Douay version): “B 
you also as living stones built up, j 
spiritual house, a holy priesthood, 
offer up spiritual sacrifices.’’ Some, lik 
the much-quoted Tertullian, beli 
that Peter was made the foundation of 
the church, but did not believe in apo 
tolic succession. Tertullian taught that ¥ 
the apostolic office ceased after the 
death of the apostles, and dared any § 
bishop who claimed apostolic powems § 
to perform the miracles which the 
apostles performed. Only after Rom 
had assumed supremacy over all other 
bishops, did it begin to use the Petring 
texts in support of its claims, and the 
spurious Apostolic Constitutions ail 
Books of the Popes to prove that thi 
Bishops of Rome were the succes 
: 


oo 


of St. Peter. 


PAPACY’S HISTORIC DEVELOPMENT 

The Roman papacy, as we knowd 
today, is the.outcome of a strange, and 
very sordid, historic development. f 
was a development not only away 
from the Christian Scripture teaching, 
but back to a restoration of the ) 
pagan set-up of religion from whidi 
the Gospel message of Jesus Christ 
was intended to save us, a restorationyy 
of the priesthood of Egypt and Baby 
lon. It was not an institution of Chrish 
for the New Testament tells us that 
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hew Hyhen the people came to make Him 
Ming, He fled away to the mountains 

if Bijobn 6:15). Satan offered Christ “all 

p kingdoms of the world, and the 
of them,” but He spurned the 


th ; impter. And surely the Roman papacy 


‘Mmld never have been the invention 


ici Wi Peter, the poor fisherman of Gal- 


ie. He styles himself merely as an 
tt among other elders, and forbids 
prs to become “Lords” over the 
pple (I Pet. 5:3). 
The office of the Pope of Rome was 
gt established till the year 606 A.D., 
nen the Emperor Phocas, a scoun- 
and a murderer, conferred upon 
miface III the title of “universal pa- 
'Biarch.”” Rome in Italy had previously 
Bist out to the “New Rome” (Con- 
santinople) which became the capital 
the Empire. But the power of the 


“) Biastern (Greek) Church was weak- 


med by Mohammedan attacks, and 
© Bie power of the Bishop of Rome on 
‘Bie Tiber was consequently increased. 
With the crowning of Charlemagne 
mChristmas Day, in the year 800, the 
win powers of the Empire and Papacy 
were united. The spectacular corona- 
ton of Charlemagne, says Lord Bryce, 
‘Snot only the central event of the 
) giliddle Ages; it is also one of those 

Bity few events of which, taking them 
@ B singly, it may be said that if they had 
Bt happened, the history of the world 
would have been different.” 

It was this, purely historical, event 
that gave the Roman papacy the pres- 
lige which enabled it later to press its 


iG # temendous claims, and to establish it- 
rist self as the supreme power in Christen- 


J This power was confirmed by 
Piite publication toward the end of the 


ish MAghth century of the forged “Dona- 
l ; tion of Constantine” and a century 
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later, of the pseudo-Isidorian Decre- 
tals (in which the “Donation” was in- 
corporated). All historians, Catholic 
and Protestant, now admit that these 
were gross forgeries. According to 
these documents the Emperor Constan- 
tine, because he had been cured of an 
incurable disease by Sylvester, the 
Bishop of Rome, conferred upon him 
and all his successors spiritual suprem- 
acy over all other patriarchs in all 
matters of faith and worship, as well 
as temporal dominion over Rome, 
Italy and ‘provinces, places and civi- 
tates of the Western regions.”’ Sylves- 
ter and his successors in office were to 
enjoy all the honors and dignities ac- 
corded to the Emperor himself. These 
spurious claims were even incorporat- 
ed into Roman Canon Law, and for 
seven centuries were part of the un- 
questioned belief of Western Christen- 
dom. Upon them were built up the 
power and supremacy of the Roman 
papacy as we know it today. 

Thus, a chance event of history, 
coupled with admittedly forged claims, 
not any institution of Christ, or even 
of Peter, is the real foundation of the 
Pope’s claim to be the “Vicar of 
Christ.” In the 12th century, a second 
crown was added that made the Pope 
the “Father of Princes and Kings.” A 
third crown symbolizing perhaps the ~ 
most ambitious of all the Pope’s titles, 
“Ruler of the World,” was added by 
Pope Boniface VIII who, in the year 
1302, solmenly decreed: ‘Now, there- 
fore, We declare, say, determine and 
pronounce, that for every human crea- 
ture it is necessary for salvation to be 
subject to the authority of the Roman 
Pontiff.” 


CHAIN OF SUCCESSION 
In order to sustain the claims and 
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titles of present popes, as well as the 
entire structure of Roman Catholic 
Church organization, Roman Catholic 
apologists are forced to make -the 
further claim that the chain of popes, 
from the present Pope Pius XII, goes 
back without a broken link to the 
Apostle Peter. The alleged power of 
Roman Catholic priests today to for- 
give sins and to offer the sacrifice of 
the mass depends on this claim of an 
unbroken chain of papal succession 
from Peter. Lists of popes from Peter 
to the present have been published, 
but are by no means accurate. A few 
years ago one of these lists was re- 
vised and two popes thrown out—one 
of whom had been canonized a saint. 
For 70 years there was no pope in 
Rome—from 1305 to 1375; the seat 
of the papacy was then at Avignon in 
Southern France. For 40 years—1378 
to 1417—there were two, sometimes 
three, popes reigning at the same time, 
and each with his College of Cardi- 
nals, and each solemnly anathematiz- 
ing and excommunicating the other 
and all his followers. If these anathe- 
mas and maledictions of rival popes 
had been effective, how did people get 
to heaven during that period? The 
Council of Constance (1417) forced 
the resignation of three popes and ap- 
pointed Martin V. But before the end 
of that century the infamous Pope 
Alexander VI (1492+1503), by bribery 
and corruption, occupied the papal 
throne. Were these all successors of 
Peter the Apostle, the simple fisher- 
man of Galilee? 

The unwarranted claim of the Bishop 
of Rome to universal supremacy split 
Christendom in two in the eleventh 
century, when the schism between the 
Eastern (Greek) Orthodox Church 
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and Rome was complete. Today m0 
than 150,000,000 Protestants are unit 


ed with close to 200,000,000 


Orthodox Christians in repudiatify 


this claim of the Pope of Rome, 
man Catholics believe it, that is, 
are forced to give assent to it. 7 
are not free to deny or questio 
since it was made a dogma of fa 
the Vatican Council of 1870. 


PETER WAS NO ‘PONTIFEX 
MAXIMUS’ 


One of the titles of the Pope a 


Rome is Pontifex Maximus, which 
Caesar's title as high priest of the te. 


ligion of pagan Rome in Peter’s im ; 
Peter knew of Caesar, and it is incre 


ble that Peter could ever have thoug 


of himself seated on Caesar's throne 


and dressed in Caesar's trappings, at 


bearing Caesar's title of Pontifex Ma 


imus as the Popes of Rome do to 
day. Peter had learned his lesson é 
rect from Jesus Christ. When the di 


a 


ples came to Jesus asking who wou 


be the greatest in the kingdom @ 
heaven, He took a little child ands 


him in the midst of them and tf 
them: “Except ye be converted, @ 


become as-little children, ye shall m 
enter into the kingdom of hea 
(Matt. 18:1-3). Peter would 


spurned any attempt to make hi 


“Father of Princes and Kings,” ‘ 


of the World,” “Vicar of Jesus ist 


He calls himself simply an “ 
equal among other elders, and 


fically forbids others to becom 


“Lords” over the people. 


Jesuit Father Lord’s book is enti : 


Peter—Pape or Impostor? That q 
tion is easily answered. Peter wai 


an impostor, but he would havet ei 


an impostor had he claimed to be Pt 
of Rome. 
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BEFORE THE WAR broke out there were 250-odd Protestant missionaries 
and 35 to 40 Roman Catholic missionaries in Korea, reports Time magazine of 
last July 10. Korea was once rated one of the most Christianized of Far Eastern 
lands; in 1914, 1% of the 15,500,000 population were Christians. 

ACCORDING TO a survey by the National Catholic Rural Life Conference, 296 
priests have been assigned since 1948 to towns and rural communities in America of 
5300 to 10,000 population. Monsignor Ligutti, director of the Conference, said 80% 
ofthe Roman Catholic population lives in cities of 100,000 or more. 

MINNESOTANS were divided in opinion as to whether another ambassa- 
dor to the Vatican should be appointed, reports a poll survey of state opinion, 
of the Minneapolis Tribune. The replies to the question “Do you think a new 


ambassador to the Vatican should or should not be appointed?’ from a repre- 
sentative cross-section of men and women 21 years of age and older living in 
all'parts of the state were: 


Should not 


The Catholic and Protestants queried differed greatly. 

Catholic Protestant 
82% 
Should not 87% 
No opinion 31% 

ROMAN CATHOLIC parochial schools enjoy a record enrollment of 3,500;- 
000 this fall. The 1950 figure is 35% higher than the figure for 10 years ago, 
and more than doubles the 1920 total. Based on an independent survey con- 
ducted by the N.Y. Times with the cooperation of the National Catholic Wel- 
fare Conference, the current Roman Catholic school enrollments place 2,551,894 
students in elementary schools; 455,076 in secondary schools; 350,000 in college 
and universities; 25,000 in seminaries; 10,000 in normal schools and 100,000 
need schools and institutions. The entire system requires 109,540 

ers. 

According to NCWC predictions the enrollment in Roman Catholic education 
institutions will continue to increase and plans are under way for an estimated 
$250,000,000 building program over the next five years. In New York and 
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Brooklyn alone, some $40 million will be spent; while Cleveland is spendigg 4 


$6 million this year alone. 
A DISTRIBUTION of 8,822,880 copies of the Scriptures during 1949 was re 


last May at the 134th annual meeting of the American Bible Society. In this coum, ® 
4,727,626 copies representing 85 different languages were circulated, and in Ching 


865,480 copies were distributed. The Society’s total foreign circulation was 3,2 


Continuing its World Emergency program, which covers aid to Bible Societies ay 


countries devastated by war, the American Bible Society reports it furnished 


Germany and Korea sufficient printing and binding materials for an estimated 3 » 


lion volumes of the Scriptures. 


THE CHURCHES of all faiths in continental United States made a total m 
gain of 2,426,723 members in 1949. That brings church membership to an ig 


pressive total of 81,826,328—or 54.2 percent of the entire population, rep 


the Christian Herald of last July in its annual report on the State of the Chur 
Although the population of the country showed an increase of only 1.5 perce 
over 1948, religious bodies gained almost 3 percent. A similar steady g 


through the years has brought our proportionate church membership percer 

from 34.7 in 1900, to 49% in 1939 to 54.2 in 1949. ; 
In all, 222 Protestant and 32 non-Protestant religious bodies were polle 

this, the only comprehensive and nationwide survey regularly made of ch 


strength in the United States. Of the 81,862,328 churched persons, 48,674 


belong to Protestant churches and 26,718,343 to Roman Catholic. This 


sents a net Protestant gain in the last year of 1,368,367 members (almost 2.9m 
cent), as against a Roman Catholic increase of 642,646, or about 2 per cai 


Protestants still make up about 59% of the total churched population, Re 


Catholics about 33%, Jews 6%, and the remaining 270 is divided among fi 


cellaneous bodies. 


It is significant to note that despite the (iectalialaiing preponderance | 


Roman Catholic displaced persons admitted to the United States in 1949, t 


is no noticeable difference in the division of strength among the three chief 
faiths in America. It is also well to remember when studying compatat 


strengths between Protestants and Roman Catholics, that the Roman Cath 


Church includes in its membership al] baptized persons from infants up; il 


that only in the most extraordinary conditions does the Roman Catholic Ch 


drop names from its rolls. In general, “Once a Catholic, always a Catholif 
prevails, no matter how far geographically and spiritually the incumbent # 
roam. If Protestant denominations were to follow Roman Catholic practice 
estimated 10,000,000 persons could be added to their figures; while if i 
Roman Catholic Church would follow Protestant methods, about 6,000 


names would be deducted from their rolls. 


Of the 6,592 new congregations established in 1949, only 207 new chu 


(from 14,905 to 15 ,112) were reported by the Roman Catholic Church, Pat 
tantism’s largest denomination is the Methodist, with a net increase of 144 
and a total membership of 8,792,569. The Southern Baptists, second in size’ 

6,761,265 members, are the fastest growing of all denominations, with an 4 
age gain of better than 200,000 per year for the last several years. 
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Twenty-four Years a Priest. Gloriously Saved! 


| A Stray Shepherd et 


Ginds Christ 


By JOHN J. URIARTE ARRIEN 


O YOU KNOW what it is to live in darkness? 1 do! But now I live in 
the light. | know what it is to be sincere and yet be deceived. I know 
what it is to work for a Church and not to be a living member of The 

i Church. | know what it is to grope in the fear of the-loss of salvation and to 

walk in the love and assurance of Eternal Life. I know what it means to be a 
OE tog in the wheel of a huge ecclesiastical organization, and what it is to be part 
RE ia living organism, “the Body of Christ.” Because I know, | must speak. Be- 
ME cause I realize what I possess, 1 challenge contradiction and reprisal. 


RTH AND EDUCATION 
Both by nationality and by race, my 


? background speaks strongly of Ro- 


man Catholic influence. The Basque 


‘SE country is the Ireland of the Spanish 


world. My father and mother belonged 
to Levitical homes. My mother’s two 


MSE brothers were Carmelite friars and my 


father’s brother was a parish priest at 


Ml the Shrine of the Patroness of Biscay. 


The Parish priest of my home town 


Hi ind his sister were my sponsors at 


baptism. 


At seven I was an altar boy dedicat- 


he ed to the service of the Church, to the 


n great delight of my parents. At twelve 


Iwas in the seminary visiting friends, 


Mand remained there without the con- 


sent of my parents, captivated by the 


im lives of the saints and by the holiness 


WHEE of the priests I knew. They were my 


Wim heroes and I longed to imitate them. I 


Bas convinced that salvation would 
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REV. JOHN J. URIARTE ARRIEN 
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follow these noble efforts, so 1 pursued 
the highest and purest set before my 
candid soul, regardless of cost or sac- 
rifice. 


Twelve long years of study seemed 
short to achieve the shining goal I 
cherished. Church history, languages, 
philosophy, theology and canon law, 
confirmed the beliefs and practices of 
my childhood. Mind and soul were 
channeled into action and trained 
through methods that seemed convinc- 
ing and justifiable to me. But my soul 
was still groping in darkness; unceas- 
ing battle raged in the depths of my 
being. 

Loyalty to the calling, conviction of 
unworthiness, perpetual ups and 
downs in daily strivings for spiritual 
perfection and the hope that Holy 
Orders would accomplish the final 
moulding of a sinner for the work of 
God; watching fellow students climb 
the altar and leave for the field—these 
‘are the decoys that lure the seminar- 
ian and retard the inner crisis that is 
latent in him. 


SACRED ORDERS AND MINISTRY 

Before my twenty-fourth birthday I 
ascended the altar, in the belief that 
the holy fire of the sacrifice of the 
Mass would consume the old man, and 
from the ashes a holy priest and apos- 
tle would emerge. I lived for a few 
days buoyed up with praises and con- 
gratulations. 


The altar, the ceremonies and the 
attentions of my kinsfolk and friends 
made me believe that I had undergone 
a divine metamorphosis. But once the 
routine of my ministerial work took 
its course, I realized,that the old heri- 
tage was still with me; holiness was 
as remote as ever. 
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My priestly and social dutieg 
gether with the machinery of chug 
organizations, kept me busy, and 
intense activity made me forget mys 
for the spiritual welfare of oth 
Sacraments, church societies, easy 
ey, filled my days, months and yeat 
can truthfully state that I was ag 
sincere and earnest worker in the Wi ine 
yard of the Roman Catholic Chi 
for over two decades. I carried on 
parochial duties with unremitting j 
tireless efforts. I availed myself of; 
the resources of that Church to be 
fit the souls under my care. I og 
ized plans and programs in orde 
inspire the children with Catholi¢: 
votions, fire the youth with the ide 4 
of Catholic Action, and nourish 
congregations with the whole sp i 
ual dispensary of the Church. 


A priest in the administration of the 
sacraments and the exercises of v4 
ious devotions has bitter moment§ 
doubt and perplexity. I was no exc 
tion. It was at the morning meditz in 
and monthly spiritual retreat as we 
as during the bi-annual spiritual exer 
cises, face to face with eternal tril 
that my soul felt the loneliness a 
darkness of the man who stands i 
himself. I tried to ignore these feat 
and to encourage myself with ti 
thought that I was working for| 
glory of God. But I wasn’t su 
felt disillusioned. I had exhausted; 
the resources offered to me, only! 
find myself empty and hungry 
something that would satisfy the! 
finite capacity of my spirit. Disapp " i 
ed with the paltry returns in serv 
tyrannical organization, and withdt 
hope that this Church could ever il 
fill its promises of “one hundred fh 
in this life and life everlasting he 
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er,” I paused to ask myself: Why 
i jour activities barren and your 
igams of evangelical conquest vain? 
Looking back on the many years of 
Bayministry, something seemed to say: 
‘Fither you are serving a false God’ or 
gsystem that is opposed to His will: a 
beaten god or one impotent to give 


fag itory to your efforts.” When I en- 


ied the seminary I was asked what 


ani ay purpose was in joining the priest- 
“aia tod. The answer came with deep con- 


viction, from the. bottom of my soul: 
[seek my salvation and the salvation 
ofothers! Now, thirty years after that 


aamest answer, I did not possess in my 


ja soul the joy of the “hundred-fold” 


iyi promised. My life was ebbing without 
4 positive assurance that God was 
pleased with my work. I was afraid of 
death. Salvation for priests and nuns, 
aswell as for laymen, is a lottery drawn 
& at the last hour here on earth. What 
matters is that you end well. But alas, 
for me, there was no joy, no “well- 
done, good and faithful servant,” re- 
echoing in my soul. 

Darkness fell on my soul. Defeat 
was in my heart. Never before had 
such an issue confronted me. I had 
faced other crises and found a solu- 
tion; now I ‘was faced with the su- 
preme crisis and saw no way out. 

My status as a priest struck me as 
that of a quack doctor unable to heal 
himself or others. It was time to be 
honest with myself and relinquish a 
profession that did not guarantee the 
tesults, in spite of the fact that-one 
day it had captivated my youthful 
dreams, carried me to the altar and 
moved me to sacrifice all that man 
holds dear. 

I knew, through my studies, that 
there was only one true religion: the 
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Rev. John J. Uriarte Arrien was 
born in Biscay, Spain. He studied in 
the seminary of his native province 
and was ordained to priesthood on 
the 21st of May, 1921, in the city of 
Segovia, Spain. In 1927 he left for 
England, where he continued his 
studies and in October 1929, he 
came to the States. He was on the 
faculty of the Claretian Seminary 
of Compton, California. He served 
the parishes of the Old PlazaChurch 
in Los Angeles, California; The 
Guardian Angel in El Paso, Texas; 
St. Francis of Assisi, Chicago, Illi- 
nois; The Immaculate Heart of 


Mary, Phoenix, Arizona; and toured 
the Southwestern States on his mis- 
sionary campaigns. 

He left the priesthood on Octo- 
ber 29, 1945; and accepted Christ 
as his personal Saviour on Decem- 
ber 28 of the same year. 


Roman Catholic religion. The sad con- 
dition of my soul told me that not 
even the “only true religion” could be 
true. No religion therefore could be 
true. The Roman Catholic Church as- 
sumes the authority of God, speaking 
in His name and making Him a liar. 
Neither that God nor that Church sat- 
isfied my soul. My oaths and vows 
were null and void. 


A NEW EXPERIENCE 

I decided to leave my charge and 
start over in a world that would be ° 
hostile to a man of my years and my 
training. I looked for new horizons 
and determined to fill the rest of my 
life with traveling and writing. I would 
seek adventures that would replace 
the disappointment of my spiritual 
quest. God ordained otherwise. 

Instead of going south, as I had 
planned, God mysteriously took me to 
California and brought me into con- 
tact with a Christian family. I was in- 
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vited to have supper with them. After 
the introductions and some pleasant 
conversation, we sat around the table. 
Our hostess, with two ex-priests at the 
table, said grace before the meal. It 
was a short prayer, but that prayer, 
from the lips of a simple woman, im- 
pressed me deeply. After supper we 
continued our conversation in the liv- 
ing-room, and as we were leaving, the 
hostess suggested prayer. She led us, 
and others followed. I remembered 
their up-lifted, glowing faces, their 
eyes closed as they prayed, words that 
touched my soul: When a young fel- 
low next to me prayed, I felt I should 
follow. I was embarrassed indeed! I 
thought of some memorized Latin 
prayer. I was sure I couldn’t pray as 
they did. My fears left me when anoth- 
er started praying in the circle. What 
a relief! I learned something that 
night. I realized I couldn’t pray. I saw 
that others could. I sensed love and 
confidence in their prayers. I never 
had such love and trust in God. That 
is why I couldn’t pray. I felt humil- 
iated. I envied them. Out of my heart 
I cried: “Sir, give me this water, that 
I thirst not” (John 4:15). 1 had been 
a priest for twenty-four years. I had 
said Mass, administered the sacra- 
ments, gone to confession, prayed to 
God and to the saints, but my thirst 
wasn’t quenched. I saw these people 
satisfied and knew they had “a well of 
living water springing up into ever- 
lasting life” (John 4:14). 

I had never entered a Protestant 
church. I ignored Protestants until 
that prayer circle changed my attitude 
toward them. The following and suc- 
cessive Sundays I attended the Church 
of the Open Door in Los Angeles. I 
feasted on the preaching of the Word 


248 


‘short introduction he proceeded wi 


by Dr. Harry Rimmer, commenting 
the first chapterto the Ephesians. Th 
was a message in the hymns. 


was inspiration in the prayers. Them , 


was warm sympathy in the person 
of the Bible Institute. + 
JOYOUS SALVATION 
Around Christmas I met Dr. 
ion Reynolds, Sr. who asked q 
“Brother John, how do you feel?” 
answered: “I feel all right but I dont 
have the joy that some Christiany 
have.” a 
He said: “Come to my office ex 
Friday morning, I want to have a t 
with you.” That Friday morning, 
28th of December, 1945, I walked iti 
his office, exactly sixty days after I hat 
left the priesthood. He had a lage 
Bible opened on his desk. “ 


. 
eg 
e 


nf 


all the earnestness of a personal ¥ 
er to present God's plan of salvat 
From one passage of Scripture to 
other, I followed him attentively, pa 
in hand. He brought to my memo 
well-known passages of Scrip * 
from both the Old and New Tei 
ments. After each passage he stoppéil 
to ask me: “Do you believe this? 
“Yes,” was my answer, “‘I believe al 
that.” % 
“Then, why don’t you feel happ 
I answered, “I don’t know.” ‘ 
He paused for a moment of silétt 
prayer, turned to me, then pointing 
up to the sky, said: “See those ait 
planes?” Looking down he said: 
those buses and street cars?” 14 
swered, “Yes, I see them.” 3 
He asked me, “Of what use aret 
to you?” 


e 


“Not of much use,” I answered 
i 


The Converted Catholic 


aeoewrewnrtrRrewscmees eee See 


ae 





ge my old car and don’t use public 

masportation.” 

Nevertheless,” he said, “if you 

© § dould want to fly, or ride on them, you 
 guldn’t, unless you bought a ticket.” 


*That’s true,”’ I said. 


"Well, even so,” he continued, ‘‘the 
jy of salvation is open to all, but you 
yum must have the ticket. Jesus died on 

wi Calvary for every one of us; He saved 
au jou. But His death is of no avail for 
> § you, until you accept Him as a poor 
| lost sinner! His death will wash your 
9 sins away through His precious Blood 


am (Heb. 9:22; I John 1:7-9). This is 
= your ticket of salvation.” These al- 


“ym teady familiar words struck me. I had 
“Bj gone to priests, to the sacraments, to 
the saints . . . but I had never been to 
Galvary to have a personal interview 
with my Redeemer. With closed eyes 
and believing heart I saw, by faith, the 
hill of Calvary and in humble confes- 
sion I saw my dying Saviour shedding 
His saving blood. I heard His words 
of forgiveness. I drew near to His 
pierced feet, and knelt with a prayer 
on my lips. A prayer of sorrow and 
tepentance. I accepted His blood and 
trusted Him to save even me. The vi- 
sion of the crucified was vivid. His 
blood fresh. A stream of saving pow- 
et flooded my soul. It was real, won- 
derful, transforming! 


I died with Jesus on the cross, and 
like the Phoenix, out of the ashes of 
the old man, by the sprinkling of the 
tedeeming blood, rose a new man ani- 
mated by the Holy Spirit; the Spirit 
of joy and peace. I was born again 
(John 3:16). 

My doctrinal convictions, sacramen- 
tal orders, traditions and devotions, all 
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that was dear to me. . . “Immediately 
there fell from my eyes, as if it had 
been scales: and I received sight forth- 
with” (Acts 9:18). I understood 
something I never knew before. It 
was a revelation that overcame me. 
Jesus was enough for me. He always 
will be! 

I had preached in the Roman Catho- 
lic Church what I was taught and what 
seemed to me to be true. I ministered 
the sacraments as I had received them 
in my childhood, on human faith, but 
I never had accepted Christ as my 
Saviour. Now it is different. What I 
preach is what I possess, Someone that 
fills my whole being and elevates me 
to a plane of spiritual heights. This, 
no church or organization, through in- 
ducement or persecution can take from 
me, because I carry within me the as- 
surance of full salvation, and a token 
and seal of God's indwelling presence. 


May God spare me many years to 
witness for Him and His kingdom, to 
make up for the long years of sub- 
servience to men. May thousands of 
priests and millions of my Roman 
Catholic friends be led to receive 
Christ, ‘“‘the ticket to salvation.” He is 
the Door. The Way is open to the . 
riven side of the blessed Saviour. May 
they heed His prayer, “If I be lifted up 
from the earth, I will draw all men 
unto me.” John 12:32. 
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> POPE PIUS XII will pronounce this 
coming November 1, as an infallible dogma 
of Roman Catholic belief, the corporal as- 
sumption of the Virgin Mary. In line with 
aged Roman Catholic custom, a secret con- 
sistory of Cardinals will be held October 
30 to inform them of this decision. 


According to Vatican circles, 113 Card- 
inals, 2,523 Patriarchs, Archbishops and 
Bishops, 82,000 priests and 8,000,000 
faithful have declared themselves in favor 
of the dogma. The last dogma to be de- 
clared’ was the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary proclaimed in 1854 by Pope Pius IX 
in his encyclical Ineffabilis Deus. 


®» SEMI-OFFICIAL announcement was 
recently made by Vatican sources that 
Pope Pius X, who died in 1914, will be 
beatified early in 1951. He would be the 
first pope so honored since 1672, and 
would increase to 87 the number of popes 
raised to Roman Catholic altars. 


® FORMER PERSONAL PRESIDEN- 
TIAL representative to the Vatican, Myron 
C. Taylor, received the first Cardinal New- 
man award as “an outstanding American 
who has fought for the cause of interna- 
tional peace.” Mr. Taylor, an Episcopalian, 
said he accepted the award “in encourage- 
ment of the great cause to which I have in- 
creasingly devoted such abilities as were 
mine.” 


» A LUTHERAN WORLD Federation 
flag was adopted in Tutzing, Germany, 
last August 7, according to the Religious 
News Service. This is the first time a 
world-wide Protestant denomination has 
created its own ensign. The flag has Luth- 
er’s Rose of Sharon seal within a gold- 
rimmed circle of daylight blue. This is 
mounted on a field of midnight blue. 
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> NEGOTIATIONS for the release g “x 


S. citizen, Robert A. Voegler, sente: 
15 years imprisonment in Hung: 
alleged espionage, are stymied ~ 
Hungarian ransom demand, St. Ste 
crown. The Vatican reportedly fro 

on the return of this crown to Re 
trolled Hungary, and in 1947 Cang 
Spellman urged Washington officials 
keep it out of Communist hands, 
crown was recovered after the ' 
U. 8S. Army forces in an Austrian ; 
mine, after its being in German 
during the war. The gem-studded e¢ 
was presented in 1001 AD to King § 
I by Pope Sylvester II, and has re: 


as a symbol of unity between the t 


powers ever since. 


> HOW PROTESTANTS in Hungaal 


gard the future may be seen from the ft 


lowing excerpt in the same Hungat 
Church Press Lelkipasztor : “The way | 


fore the Church is a new way. The Em 
pean development of fifteen centuries, 


ginning with Constantine the Great, 


the way of the Christian Church, in thet 


called ‘Christian’ state, broad and tédlh 


comfortable. The process of secularia 


of the last centuries scattered some uncom. 
fortable stones over this highway, but tt 


only Marxism that has made it impas. 


The new way our Church is now 5 i 


will be much more like the narrow path 


the early Christians than the broad ? 


of State-Churchism.” 


& A FORMER Roman Catholic 
Francisco Diaz, was recently 
director general of education for 
schools in the Republic of Panama. 
cording to the Catholic ‘Register’ of 
April 16, an immediate protest 
the appointment was made to the Ge 
ment by the Roman Catholic hie 
and 
grounds that the Roman Catholic 
in Panama is that of the majority. 


ADDO 


» THE UNITED STATES of Inde 
has established a diplomatic legat 
the Vatican, and the Papal Interm 


e 
iI 


‘Catholic Action’ groups on & 


srptaad sen baad mesic: pl 


tal of Indonesia. 
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WINE used by the Pope when he 

Pontifical mass is still tested 

m by the altar boys who drink 

of it before it is poured into the 

from which the Pope drinks it. 

Catholic ‘Register,’ which reported 

as seen by Holy Year pilgrims when 

me Pius XII celebrated public mass in 

§t, Peter's on Easter Sunday relates that 

this practice dates back to the days when 

there was real danger that the Pope might 

le poisoned by his enemies by the wine 
wed by him at mass. 


»ST. BENEDICT’S CENTER in Cam- 
bridge, Mass., barred to Roman Catholics 
ast year when it became involved in a he- 
fey controversy, has also been removed 
from the list of schools approved for 
veterans under the GI Bill of Rights. This 
action means that the 22 theological stu- 
dents who have been receiving benefits are 
no longer eligible for GI aid and also lose 
qedits for the courses they are taking. A 
— of complaint has been sent by the 
ts to President Truman saying that 
they were victims of “sustained religious 
persecution” on the part of Archbishop 
Cushing of Boston. Rev. Feeny, director of 
the school, was “silenced” by the Arch- 
bishop and ousted from the Jesuit Order 
for his insistence with Canon Law that sal- 
vation is impossible outside the Roman 
Gatholic Church. Authority Chairman John 
J. Desmond, Jr., contends that the board 
“was not concerned” with the dispute, but 
that the decision, was made “after a study 
of the faculty, teaching methods, equipment 
and conditions at the one-room school,” re- 
ports the Providence Evening Bulletin. 


> DISCARDED FLAGSTONES from New 
York City pave many of the halls and cor- 
ridors of Roman Catholic Maryknoll sem- 
inary, in Ossining, N. ¥. The stones, some 
marked with the chisled initials of New 
York youngsters, reports the N.Y. ‘Times’ 
of last August 21, form the floors of the 


“two recreation rooms and the seminary’s 
eight-car garage.” 
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The Necessity of the 
New Birth 


Music has no pleasure in it to 
them who cannot hear; nor the 
most beautiful colors, to those who 
cannot see. It would be no benefit 
to a fish to take him from the bot- 
tom of the ocean, filled with cold 
and darkness, and place him under 
the beams of the sun; for he is in 
no way meet to receive any refresh- 
ment from it. Heaven itself would 
not be more advantageous to per- 
sons not renewed by the spirit of 
grace in this life. 

—John Owen 


®» THE VATICAN’S NEWSPAPER, Os- 
servatore Romano, reminded Catholics last 
March 18 of the Church’s ban of excom- 
munication against those who join the Free- 
masons. “Nothing bas been changed in the 
Church’s legislation regarding Masonry,” 
the Vatican newspaper declared. 


®» THERE is a growing demand for Bibles 
in Hungary, according to the ‘Hungarian 
Church Press,’ a monthly publication is- 
sued jointly by the Reformed Church, the 
Lutheran Church and the Federation of 
Free Churches (Baptists, Methodists, 
Brethren etc.) in Hungary. The Hungar- 
ian Bible Council reported that 27,286 
full Bibles and 25,367 New Testaments 
were sold in 1949, and that the printing 
of 14,000 “‘School Bibles” and 5,200 fam- - 
ily Bibles in large type had just been com- 
pleted. The Norwegian Bible Society do- 
nated printing paper last February for 
60,000 Bibles. 


» GOSPEL marionette shows have invaded 
television. Filmed by Protestant Radio Com- 
mission, the thirteen productions will fea- 
ture favorite Bible stories such as The Prodi- 
gal Son. Each film costs about $33,000 and 
is sold outright to television stations with 
the guarantee of no liquor, beer or ciga- 
rette sponsors. 
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» FOR THE FIRST TIME, cloistered nuns ® AN UNUSUAL type of Roman © 
of the Sisters of the Visitation in St. Louis, Mission service was introduced in 


Mo., voted in a city election last August 1. wee eee oan geile 
The Mother Superior of the Convent said yon-Catholic friend. Each night the 
the nuns’ chief interest was in the new city sioners directed their message to | 
charter about which they ‘had heard both Catholics and each dealt with a di 
d con.’ aspect of the Roman Catholic f . 
pro an : cording to a dispatch from London, 
» THE WORLD’S largest handwritten Mission opened with a crowded meg 
Bible was displayed at the Chicago Fair im the local opera house. 
of 1950 under the auspices of the Chicago 
Bible Society. The Bible, each verse of p DESPITE the restoration of his 
which was penned by a different person, cal license last June, Dr. Hermann § 
weighs 187 pounds, and three imported der, who was acquitted of a mercy-k 
goat skins were required for binding. It murder charge after a trial of 
contains 1,111 pages 21 x 27 inches in’ wide interest, was denied “forever” 5 
size, and was written by 31,102 persons _tising privileges in two Roman Cathie 
representing every state in the Union and hospitals in or near-by Manchester, 
15 foreign countries. It is the King James 


Version. > POPE PIUS XII is an honorary 


> PERMISSION to open a new Roman ‘#Ptain of Chicago, according to 4 
Catholic parochial school in Bermuda has “patch from Vatican City last Ju 
been refused in a 16-9 decision of the A gold Chicago Police Department 
House of Assembly of Bermuda. There is and the honorary office were presg 
only one Roman Catholic parochial school him by Capt. Thomas J. Laughlin am 
allowed to operate in Bermuda, and this J. Horan of Chicago. In response the Bagi 
was opened prior to the School Act 88° ® special blessing to all Chi 
Amendment of 1926, which made permis- 


sion from the Bermuda Board of Educa- » THE ARCHANGEL MICHAEL® 
tion mandatory before a new private named by Pope Pius XII last May be 
school can be opened. the patron saint of policemen. 


@ “Because of my worthlessness, | am in prison. 

1 have so many troubles and every day | used te be very 
nervous. But now | read the Gospel, | have peace. After ! 
finish my day's work, | read from the Gospel until | go te 
f} sleep at night. It grieves me that there are so many things 
cannot understand. If you would help me | would 
appreciate it. Enclosed is my decision card. Please send me 
@ Testament.” HOHEN KIN, TOKYO 


© Countless thousands of “prisoners” of Satan have been released through the nation-wide 
campaign of evangelization and Scripture distribution of PTL now under way in Japan. This 
great work is sustained by the prayers and sharing of the Lord's people in America. Your 
_ eat Sans hanes. 


a rN) 
fii) avele nal AER: al NUL Li 


\ 156 FIFTH AVE 


iil ip i Bi <a ae = SR pi 
POOR aBFSECIERS eet B@{PFTESTEEEE 


—_—pame = wv 


The Converted Catholic 





a eo Tee 


Se ae Ma a i ae pe ARNG tote 


a 
lip 
A 
2 


ED MARRIAGES of Catholics and 

holics may now be performed in 

of the Chicago archdiocese, 

than church rectories, reported 

Louis Post Dispatch’ of last July 

ihe ceremony may take place in front 

he communion rail but not at the altar 

im the sanctuary of a church. It was 

ed that the change does not af- 

¢im any way the church’s basic doc- 

on marriage, but conforms with 

ons made previously by other arch- 
ses throughout the nation. 


z 


yO MAJOR religious gatherings, the 
h Congress of the Baptist World Al- 
ice of more than 20,000 delegates 
Mid in Cleveland, Ohio, and the World 
(uncil of Churches meeting in Toronto, 
, last July, independently charged 
tion of religious freedom in pre- 
at Roman Catholic countries. The 
i Council of Churches represented 
0,000 Protestants and Orthodox 
@umunicants, and elected as its presi- 
iat Bishop Evind Berggrav of Norway. 
. F. Townly Lord of London was elect- 
‘president of the World Baptist Alli- 
ance. 


— 


pAFTER CONSIDERABLE publicity and 
discussion, Msgr. Edward V. Dargin, final- 
ly consented to participate in a High 
School baccalaureate service last June in 
Somers, N. Y. Held in the School audi- 
torlum, the 12th annual baccalaureate 
consisted of a Scripture reading, hymns, 
ad a non-sectarian address. To pacify 
the Monsignor, the original plans for the 
program were changed, and “America” 
Was substituted for “O God, Our Help in 
Ages Past,” and a student instead of a 
dergyman was assigned to read the 28rd 
Psalm. Similar controversey over a bac- 
talaureate service in Pleasantville, N. Y., 
resulted in its cancellation. Catholic 
priests in making such protests abide by 
Canon Law 1258 which strictly forbids 
Catholics from active participation in 
non-Catholic religious services. 


>THE JAPAN Bible Society distributed 
1,700,000 copies of the Scriptures during 
1949, the first year of its three-year plan. 
It expects to print 3,500,000 copies for 
distribution in 1950. The American Bible 
Society has expended $965,000 for Japan 
since the end of the war. 
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®» THE VATICAN is endeavoring to re- 
vive its concordat made with Austria un- 
der the Dollfus regime before Hitler took 
over that country in 1938. Under the 
terms of that concordat, Catholic paro- 
chial schools were supported by the Gov- 
ernment, the priests received their sal- 
aries from State funds and the teaching 
of the Roman Catholic religion was com- 
pulsory in all elementary schools. 


®» NEARLY nine million copies of the 
Bible and Scripture portions were dis- 
tributed in 1949 by the American Bible 
Society, it was reported at its annual 
meeting last May 11. Of these, 4,727,626 
were distributed in this country in eighty- 
five languages, and 3,212,348 in China. 
The society is still unable to send Bibles 
to Russia, although two shipments were 
sent there shortly after the end of the 
war. 


» HOLLAND, according to the latest cen- 
sus, has 3,700,000 Roman Catholics, or 
38.5% of the population. Protestants 
number 3,937,000, of which 3,000,000 be- 
long to the Dutch Reformed Church. 


> AFTER his election as president of the 
American Psychiatric Association last May 
3, Dr. Leo H. Bartemeier, a Roman Catho- 
lic, attacked Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen's views 
against psychiatry and psychoanalysis. He 
stated that “Msgr. Sheen's criticisms of 
psychoanalysis and psychiatry do not con- 
stitute the official teaching of the Catholic 
Church.” 


» THE ISSUANCE of Vatican 1950 Holy 
Year coins was authorized last April 22, 
according to an AP report from Rome. The 
coins will have values of 1, 2, 5, 10 and 
100 lire, with a likeness of Pope Pius XII 
on one side and the opening of the Holy 
Door on the other. 


» JAPAN’S POPULATION increased by 
more than 5,000 a day during the year 
1949, and reached a total of more than 
83,000,000 last December, according to 
statistics published by General MacAr- 
thur’s headquarters last May 2. 


SAMPLE COPIES 

WE WILL mail for you sample 
copies of our Magazine to your 
friends at the new rate of 6 for $1.00. 





Your Zucstions Answered %\ cildren born of that union 


raised in the Catholic faith. The Proteg 

[The following are selected from ques- patty, as well as the Catholic party, @ 

tions submitted to Rev. Fernandez during ign an official document promising 1 
his speaking tours throughout the country.} the children of the mixed marriage will} 
baptized and brought up in the Romp 
By J. A. FERNANDEZ Catholic Church; 2) that as many child 


< _ as possible be born of this union, and 
QUESTION: “I am a Roman Catholic nothing be done to prevent the pro 
girl and was married to a Protestant man of children; 3) that the marriage cerem 
by a civil judge. Am I still a Roman be performed only by the Roman 
Catholic in good standing, and may I 


; » Priest, which automatically excludes) 
efficaciously partake of the sacraments? possibility of a Protestant ceremony t 


ANSWER: Yes, you are still considered or after the wedding is witnessed byl 
a Roman Catholic and will be as long as __ priest. a 
you keep your implicit belief in the doc- The Protestant party must also pr nit ; 
trines of the Roman Catholic Church. You not to interfere in the exercise of the Ri 
are not permitted to partake of the sacra- man Catholic party's religion, and the € o ath 
ments, because the Roman Catholic Church lic party on the other hand promises 
considers you are living in sin, since a civil endeavor to bring about the conversion@ 
marriage is not recognized by the Church. the Protestant party to the Catholic faith 
You may go to confession, but the priest x 
cannot give you absolution unless you QUESTION: “Is there any other ® 
promise to give up your Protestant hus- quirement that must be observed ini 


band, or be remarried by a Roman Catho- mixed marriage before a priest?” # 


lic priest. ANSWER: Yes, there is another requis 


ment that must be observed in a 
QUESTION: “Does the Protestant pat- marriage before a priest. A number ¢ 


ty to a mixed marriage have to promise structions must be taken by the Prote 
the Roman Catholic Church that all chil- and the Roman Catholic parties. hese i 
dren born of that union shall be raised structions are given by the priest om| 
in the Catholic faith?” Roman Catholic teachings and _pract 
ANSWER: Yes, the Protestant party to The purpose of these instructions is @ 
a mixed marriage does have to promise that show the Protestant party what the Roma 
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Special Features in the November Issue of 
THe CoNVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE 


—Another of the vital series, “In Defense of Our Protestant Heritage.’’ TI 

article will answer the Roman Catholic claim of the exclusive monopoly of the — 
Christian priesthood. WATCH FOR — PRIEST — ORDAINED OR FOREOR 
DAINED? 


—The thrilling life story, I WAS BORN AGAIN, of a former Roman Catholic 

who escaped under cover of darkness last July from a monastery in Colombia, Sot id 
America, and, under the auspices of Christ’s Mission, has come to the United | 
States for Bible training. 


—A documented report of the persecution of Protestants in countries “Behind t E 
Purple Curtain.” READ—THE SLAUGHTER OF PROTESTANTS IN SOUTH 
AMERICA. 


You cannot afford to miss our next issue. If your subscription has expired, } 
sure to renew promptly. 
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uiolic believes and the reason for such 

gat. But behind this purpose lies the 
iadmt of the Roman Catholic Church to 
smpmpare the Protestant party to a mixed 
sm gimiage for conversion to Roman Catholi- 


“BQUESTION: “Since it is required that 
Bie Protestant party to a mixed marriage 
meive instruction by the Roman Catho- 
liepriest, is it permissible for the Catho- 
ie party to that mixed marriage to re- 
q@ive instruction from a Protestant min- 
ister?” 

ANSWER: No, the Catholic party is ab- 
glutely forbidden to take any instructions 
ftom a Protestant minister or layman. The 
Roman Catholic hierarchy would consider 
sich a procedure as an infringement on 
their rights and prerogatives of what they 
qmsider to be ‘‘the true church of Jesus 


QUESTION: “Mr. Fernandez, what in 
your opinion would be the most effective 
way of stopping this one-sided practice 
of the Roman Catholic Church regarding 
mixed marriages?” 

ANSWER: In my opinion, the most ef- 
fective way of stopping this one-sided prac- 
tice on the part of the Roman Catholic 
Ciurch regarding mixed marriages is to 
instill into the hearts and minds of our 
Protestant young people solid convictions 
about their religion, to the point where 
they will appreciate it in such a way as to 
remain loyal to it, and refuse to sign such 
promises. This is a big job and it lies in 
the hands of every Protestant parent, as 
well as Sunday School teacher, young peo- 
ple's worker, and pastor. This is a great 
thallenge to every Evangelical Christian 
and I am sure that each of you will do your 
utmost to prevent any Protestant young 
person from becoming involved in such an 
entanglement. 


QUESTION: “In your opinion, do you 
think that mixed marriages prove suc- 
cessful, if each member of the marriage 
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remains faithful to his own faith?” 
ANSWER: In my opinion mixed mar- 
riages do not generally prove successful if 
each member of the marriage remains 
faithful to his own faith. It might be possi- 
ble, if there are no children. But the acid 
test of one’s loyalty to his own religion 
comes when children arrive. The question 
then is will they be raised according to the 
mother’s or the father’s faith. One of the 
parties has to give in. 

Professor Judson T. Landis of the Mich- 
igan State College recently conducted a 
poll to find out the degree of success of 
mixed marriages. The result of this poll 
was alarmingly low: nearly three times as 
many mixed marriages end in divorce or 
separation as non-mixed marriages. But 
the reason is understandable: the unequal 
yoke that binds together parties of a mixed 
marriage and the lack of harmony of soul. 
Christ definitely admonishes the Christian 
not to be unequally yoked with unbeliev- 
ers, and the Evangelical Christian who de- 
liberately defies His ruling, can expect un- 
happiness to his soul. 


QUESTION: “Does the Roman Catho- 
lic Church recognize the marriage of two 
Protestants?” 

ANSWER: Yes, the Roman Catholic 
Church in America recognizes the mar- 
riage of two Protestants. This acceptance 
has been in effect since 1908 when the 
Ne Temere decree was passed by Pope Pius 
X. Before that time, even when two Protes- 
tants were married by their own minister, © 
they were considered as living in sin by 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

This recognition is not due to the auth- 
ority resting in the Protestant minister to 
perform a marriage ceremony, but rather 
because a Roman Catholic decree declares 
Protestant ministers to have such power. 

In my native country, however, the mar- 
riage of two Spanish Protestants still has 
to be performed by a Roman Catholic 
priest according to the State law. {See 
CCM, . Oct. 1949 p. 228.]} 
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ON THE MOUNTAINS OF ARARAT—In 
Quest For Noah’s Ark, by A. J. Smith. 
Booklet, 182 pp.; paper covers, Price 
$1.25 


MUCH newspaper publicity was given to 
a group of Americans, headed by Dr. A. J. 
Smith of Greensboro, N. C., which set out 
in the summer of 1949 to look for Noah’s 
Ark on the mountains of Ararat in Eastern 
Turkey. Since the spot happens to be on 
the border between the USSR and Turkey, 
the Russians objected to the expedition, 
and the Turks at first did not seem to favor 
it either. The group spent about eight 
weeks in Turkey before obtaining permis- 
sion to make its search in the militarily 
restricted area east of the Euphrates River 
and on and around the Ararat mountains. 
They failed in their search, after receiving 
the courteous help of the Turkish authori- 
ties and native people. 


The Book of Genesis (ch. 8) definitely 
states that Noah’s Ark came to rest on Mt. 
Ararat, and some ancient historians and 
travelers (Flavius Joseph and Marco Polo 
among them) have recorded that its re- 
mains were visible there in their day. A 
Turkish expedition to Mt. Ararat. in 1883 
is said to have discovered a huge structure 
resembling a ship embedded in the snow 
and ice. What spurred Dr. Smith's group 
to make the journey was the report in the 
fall of 1948 that a Kurdish mountaineer 
had found a large structure on Mt. Ararat 
that looked like the prow of a ship. Dr. 
Smith’s group contacted this man, but they 
were then on their way home and it was 
too late to use his services. 

The author tells his story of the ad- 
ventures of the expedition in.a simple, 
child-like style—a very defective style in- 
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deed from the literary standpoint. ] 
makes up for this by a wealth of inte 
descriptive detail and a burning EB 

cal zeal. 4 


THE QUEST FOR CHRIST, by 
Harms; Good News Publishers, © 
Ill., 168 pp.; Price $2.00 3 


DR. HARMS is pastor of the Wo 
Baptist Church in Chicago, and this) 
volume is a compilation of his radié 
sages, “Echoes of Heaven,” broadcast 
the Burns Avenue Baptist Church if 
troit when the author was pastor and 
minister there. It is good that these 
sages that once went out over the 
waves should now be fixed in prig 
they will thus be there at any time t 

consolation and courage to multitue 


Radio, though often put to sill 
wasteful use, has been a marvellous | 
of spreading the knowledge of the 
of Christ. It has made a reality of Cl 
own command to “Go ye, into the 
world, and preach this Gospel to’ 
creature.” Now it can be done, by ; 
secrated preacher of God’s word sp 
into a single microphone on his ¢ 
pulpit. One man can preach this § 
Gospel to millions at a time—if or 
millions will listen. 

Thirty-nine of Dr. Harms’ dynam 
dio messages, after echoing throug 
air, are fixed in print in this book, 
they will be seen and read by # 
with renewed interest and profit 
those who have heard them by ear. ] 
but once on the radio, they can be 
again and again in book form. Ant 
are worth reading again and again. | 
style is simple, direct, and limpidly 
Each message is based upon and prov 
Scripture, and its meaning brought 
by apt illustration. 
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Che Work of Christ's Mission. 


HRIST’S MISSION was 
founded in New York 
City in 1879 by Rev. 
James A. O'Connor, a 
converted Roman Catholic priest. 
aving come to the knowledge of 
rue Christian teaching, he determin- 
@d to make it known to his former 
Catholic brethren. A special feature 
Bf the work of his Mission has been 
Bo help other priests to follow his 
xxample and to enable them to find 
positions in life after resigning from 
e Roman priesthood. Several hun- 
ired former. priests have been helped 
in this way. 
Its articles of 
that Christ's 


stare 
founded 


ior the purpose of mutual improve- 


incorporation 
Mission was 
ent of religious knowledge, and 
specially for the 
igious opinion. It therefore carries 
t these purposes through the pub- 
ation of THE CONVERTED CATH- 
Lic MAGAZINE, and the preaching 
the Evangelical Christian doctrine 
Bh contrast to the teachings of Ro- 
han Catholicism. 


furtherance of re- 


The content of its 


ter Hou 


magazine, as well-as the topics dis- 
cussed by its converted priests on 
speaking tours throughout the coun- 
try, stress the vital differences be- 
tween the religious and cultural val- 
ues of Reformation teaching and 
those of Roman Catholicism. 
Christ’s Mission also seeks to en- 
lighten non-Catholics as to the activ- 
ties and designs of the American 
hierarchy and the Vatican in politi- 
cal, cultural and economic matters. It 
does not, however, assail individuals, 
and aims in a kindly manner to lead 
Roman Catholic lay people into the 
light and freedom of the Gospel 
teaching, and thereby align them in 
full accord with our free American 


way of life 


CHRIST’S MISSION 
FORM OF BEQUEST 
I give and bequeath to Christ's Mis- 
sion, incorporated in the State of 
New York, the sum of $ 
to be applied to the uses and pur- 
poses of said Mission. 


CHRIST’S MISSION 


160 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 


JUND VOLUMES OF ‘THE CONVERTED 
| CATHOLIC MAGAZINE’ FOR 1949 


ya limited number available 


Price 


$3.50 a copy 


Bound Volumes also available from the following years: 


1946 


, 1947 and 1948 


ORDER 


$3.50 a copy 


FROM: 


CHRIST’S MISSION BOOK DEPT. 
160 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N.Y. 





READ AND OWN 


All by DR. LEO H. LEHMANN 


Price $3.00 


\ clear analysis of Roman Catholic doctrine and 
a Classic defense of Evangelical Christianity 


BOOKLETS OF VITAL IMPORTANCE TO EVERY 
AMERICAN 


THE CATHOLIC CHURCH AND THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. A must pam- 
phiet for defense of the public schools—Statistical study of Catholic educa 

tion and crime 2 

MIXED MARRIAGES IN THE CATHOLIC CHURCH. The standard treat- 
ise on this subject A ph graphic copy of the official Catholic Pre-Nuptialk 
Contracts 2he! 
OUGHT [ BECOME A ROMAN C ATHOLIC OR REMAIN A PROTESTANT? 
Scriptural answers the specious advertisements of the Knights of Colum 
bus inducing Protestants 1 » become Roman Catholics—A challenge to every 
Protestant 35¢ 
THE om RET OF CATHOLIC POWER. This vital pamphlet penetrates tag 
the very re an “ center of all Catholic working, and spotlights the secret 


f { athol powe in America 15¢ 


TRACTS THAT CHAL- 
LENGE CATHOLIC 
CLAIMS 


HOODWINKING PROTESTANTS 
he answer and challenge to the 
Knights of Columbus advertise 
ments 10¢ each, 12 for $1.00 
I ACCUSE. A brilliant defense of 
Christ as Saviour against the er- 
roneous Roman Catholic teaching " 
about Mary. 10¢ each, 12 for $1.00 THE SOUL OF A PRIEST, by la 


THE BIBLE IS GOD'S BOOK. A H. Lehmann. The thrilling life 
scholarly answer to the false Ro story of the author as a priest om@ 
man Catholic claim of the monop three continents. 

oly of the Word of God PRICE: Cloth $2.00 


10¢, 12 for $1.00 Paper Covers $1.00 


5 ORDER FROM: 
CHRIST'S MISSION BOOK DEPT., 160 Fifth Ave., New York 10, N.Y2 
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